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Ephs Football 2016

WILLIAMSTOWN, MA — Hello and 
welcome to Farley-Lamb Field for the 
opening of the 2016 season and the start of 
the Mark Raymond era at Williams College.

Raymond was hired in March. He 
comes to Williams having helped build  
St. Lawrence into one of the premier rising 
powers in the East, leading the Saints to 
seven wins in three consecutive seasons for 
the first time in nearly 40 years.

When Raymond arrived at St. Lawrence, 
the Saints had posted just one winning 
season in the past 20 years and they had 
not participated in the NCAA Tournament 
in 28 years.

In 2015 St. Lawrence earned national and 
regional rankings throughout the season, 
and finished ranked in the top 10 nationally 
in four categories: passes intercepted (5th), 
tackles for a loss (6th), average punt return 
yards (8th), and turnovers gained (9th).

Raymond was twice named the Liberty 
Conference Coach of the Year while 
coaching St. Lawrence.

Colby comes to the Village Beautiful for 
the first time since 2012. The series began 
in 1956 and Williams currently holds a 
16-4 advantage. Colby and Bowdoin are 
the Ephs’ rotating partners in NESCAC. 
Williams plays Colby at home this season 
and then travels to Colby in 2017. Then the 
Ephs play Bowdoin at home in 2018.

The teams last met in Waterville in 2013, 
with Colby prevailing by a 31-8 score. In 
2012, Williams defeated the Mules on 
Weston Field, 41-7, in the season opener. 

The Mules are coached by Jonathan 
Michaeles, who is beginning his fifth year in 
charge of the Colby program and currently 
sports a 10-22 overall record at the school. 

Colby returns eight offensive starters and 

seven defensive starters from a team which 
finished 2-6 one season ago. 

Mules’ co-captain Jabari Hurdle-Price 
was named to the Football Gameplan 
Preseason Division III All-American 
Team on Thursday. Hurdle-Price was 
selected to the third team offense as an 
all-purpose player. 

Hurdle-Price earned NESCAC First 
Team honors last year. He was first in the 
conference in all-purpose yards (153.8) and 
second in rushing yards per game (91.0). 
Hurdle-Price also caught 30 passes for 205 
yards and had six rushing touchdowns.

The Mules finished eighth in the 
conference last year with 298.4 yards per 
game. They will be quarterbacked by senior 
Gabe Harrington, a three-year starter who 
threw for 1,342 yards last season with two 
touchdowns and 11 interceptions. His 
second favorite target last year was junior 
Mark Snyder, who caught 28 passes in 2015. 

Defensively, the Mules will be led by 
junior defensive back Ian Dickey, who had 
43 tackles, 25 solo, with one interception 
last year. Junior Bryan McAdams made 
41 stops, 27 solo, for the Mules. Senior 
defensive lineman Henry Wallrapp had 
two sacks. 

Raymond will have his work cut out for 
him in his debut season in the Purple Valley 
as he lost eight starters on offense including 
the quarterback, two wide receivers, a tight 
end, two guards, a tackle, and the punter.

On defense the Ephs lost two linemen, 
a linebacker, and a defensive back, and his 
placekicker.

The running backs that Raymond is high 
on are tailback Connor Harris and fullback 
Noah Sorrento. Harris, a junior, ran for 276 
yards on 74 carries last fall, averaging 3.6 

a carry and he scored three touchdowns. 
Sorrento, a sophomore, posted a team high 
315 yards on the ground and he averaged 
3.5 yards a carry on his 89 carries. Sorrento 
also scored three touchdowns.

As the end of preseason nears it appears 
that either sophomore Jaelon Moaney or 
first year Jansen Durham will be the Ephs’ 
quarterback. Nether has thrown a pass in a 
varsity game at Williams to date.

At tight end will be sophomore JJ Dunn, 
who is switching from quarterback and the 
wide receivers will be sophomore Kellen 
Hatheway and first year Mark Byrne

Senior center and three-year starter Ben 
Wertz will anchor the offensive line and 
he will be flanked by guards Eric Davis, 
a senior captain, and sophomore Kent 
Blaeser. Sophomore Pat Loughran will be 
at one tackle and converted fullback and 
senior Tom Cifrino will be the other tackle.

Junior Adam Regensburg will handle the 
punting and placekicking chores and likely 
will see time at wide receiver. Regensburg 
has kicked in high school, but has yet to 
kick for the Ephs.

The Eph defense will be counted on to 
keep the young Ephs in the game, change 
field position with turnovers, and give the 
offense a short field to operate on. With an 
inexperienced Eph offensive skilled unit, 
the Eph defense will need to stand tall to 
allow the offense to gel.

Senior free safety Alex Brandeis who 
tied the Eph single season mark with 47 
solo tackles in a season last fall is back to 
provide experience in the secondary, while 
junior outside linebacker Michael Berry will 
bolster the linebacker corps after registering 
44 tackles last season with 29 solos.

Up front,  the Ephs wil l  employ 
sophomores Austin Thomas and Jameson 
DeMarco at the defensive end positions. 
The defensive tackles will be junior captain 
Chris Hattar and junior Sam Gowen. 
Monyette will play inside and Harris will 
play outside. The cornerbacks will be senior 
Mike Davis and sophomore Desmond 
Butler.

At strong safety alongside Brandeis will 
be first year Ben Anthony.

“We will take the current roster and 
maximize it the best we can, Raymond 
said. “It’s all about getting all of the players 
in the right spots and teaching them the 
right things, and then implementing our 
philosophy and the way we do things.”
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Williams senior Alex Brandeis got into 
Williams because he brought authentic 
southern fried chicken for the coaching 
staff on his official recruiting visit. Well, 
truth be told, that’s not the only reason 
why the cornerback has been wrapping up 
opponents in the most ferocious of ways 
for the past three years in the Purple Valley. 
For Brandeis, his journey to Williams began 
when he was turning coaches’ heads at the 
Boston College and Brown football camps as 
a high school stud out of Roswell, Georgia, 
a suburb of Atlanta. He quickly caught the 
eye of Ephs’ former secondary coach, Aaron 
McGinty, who is also from the Atlanta area. 
Coach McGinty was the reason Brandeis 
brought fried chicken up to Williamstown 
on his visit as it was the treat McGinty missed 
the most about the south. If Williams and 
Brandeis hadn’t clicked, it would have been 
a shame. The Ephs would then be missing 
their leading tackler from a year ago and one 
of the top cornerbacks in the conference.

It is tradition to start playing football as 
a toddler in the deep south. For Brandeis, 
his tackle football career began at age five, 
but the first time he stepped on the gridiron 
was a year before that. “I started playing 
flag football at the age of four. When I kept 
tackling the players and then ripping their 
flags off, my father and mother decided it 
was time to move me to tackle football,” 

Brandeis commented. Brandeis once 
told his mother at a young age, “Scoring 
a touchdown is great and all, but hitting 
other people as hard as I can is what I really 
like!" One thing is for certain, Brandeis has 
not stopped hitting hard since he got to 
Williamstown in the autumn of 2013. Even 
though head coach Mark Raymond has only 
been in Williamstown since March, Brandeis 
immediately made a name for himself. “Alex 
is the type of guy who will make an instant 
impression on you. He’s a hard worker and 
a great student. Additionally, he’s done a 
great job of being a leader,” Raymond noted.

Brandeis is evidently an exceptional 
individual, however he credits a lot of 
his success to his parents who have been 
there with him since day one. “One thing 
I would like to mention and highlight is 
how supportive and incredible my parents 
were throughout my entire football career. 
They have never missed one of my games, 
ever. From 4 to 22, they have never missed 
a single one. For the past three years (and 
of course this upcoming year), they rent a 
house up here for the season and help out 
with the Purple People Feeders, go to the 
Sideline Quarterback Club meetings, and 
sometimes go to practices. So, I would just 
like to thank them for their amazing support 
throughout the years, and I am so grateful to 
have parents like them. I would not be here 
at this great institution if it wasn't for them,” 
praised Brandeis.

In discussing his parents support and 
guidance, Brandeis noted his father taught 
him how to tackle. “Personally, I consider 
my ability to tackle in the open field to be 
my best attribute as a defensive player. As a 
free safety I have to tackle a wide receiver or 
a running back one-on-one in the open field 
multiple times a game. Last year, I led the 
team in tackles and tied the school record 
for the most solo tackles in a season. I owe 
my tackling ability to my father. When I 
was younger, I was always undersized, and 
so my father taught me to tackle low, and 

hit the legs or waist. He would tell me over 
and over again, ‘They can't run without 
their legs!’ So after years of practicing and 
hitting low, I became a defensive tackling 
machine, which has carried over into 
college,” observed Brandeis. While Brandeis 
hopes to improve his production from last 
year, merely repeating his 2015 statistics 
would please his teammates and coaches. 
Brandeis believes the team as a whole can, 
and will be different this year. He claims, 
“A major strength of this team is our heart. 
I wholeheartedly believe that a major part 
of this game deals with heart, and having 
a fiery passion for the game of football. 
Heart also involves believing in yourself 
and the guy next to you, no matter what 
the circumstances. This team, and especially 
the seniors, have been through some tough 
times these past three years, but not once 
did we lose our passion for the game nor our 
desire to win. This year we have more heart 
than ever and are ready to play the game we 
love.” In addition to the surplus of fortitude 
this year’s squad possesses, new Ephs head 
coach, Mark Raymond, has already inspired 
Brandeis without having coached a single 
game for Williams yet. “What I am looking 
forward to most about playing for Coach 
Raymond is the high standard he has set 
and holds us to each and every day. One 
thing we struggled with last year was a lack 
of discipline and mental toughness, and 
Coach Ray has addressed these and brought 
a new standard of Williams football with 
him. He has showed us how special the 
Williams football tradition is, and how 
we should act as both players and men. 
Likewise, this new standard is also something 
I believe will help get Williams football back 
to its successful ways. Coach Raymond's 
standard pushes us and breeds excellence 
on the field. Discipline, toughness, effort, 
enthusiasm, accountability and a respect 
for your teammates are the foundations on 
which Coach Raymond has built this 2016 
team,” Brandeis noted. 
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